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1. INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE 

1.1. PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND 

 This Statement of Common Ground (‘SoCG’) has been prepared with Historic 

England to show where agreement has been reached with AQUIND Limited 

during the pre and post Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) application 

consultation and in the course of the DCO Examination.  

 This SoCG has been prepared by AQUIND Limited in consultation with 

Historic England in respect of the Development, collectively referred to in this 

SoCG as ‘the parties’. 

 The purpose and possible content of SoCGs is set out in paragraphs 58-65 of 

the Department for Communities and Local Government’s guidance entitled 

“Planning Act 2008: examination of applications for development consent” (26 

March 2015). Paragraph 58 of that guidance explains the basic function of 

SoCGs: 

“A statement of common ground is a written statement prepared jointly by 

the applicant and another party or parties, setting out any matters on which 

they agree. As well as identifying matters which are not in real dispute, it 

is also useful if a statement identifies those areas where agreement has 

not been reached. The statement should include references to show where 

those matters are dealt with in the written representations or other 

documentary evidence.” 

 This SoCG comprises a record of agreement which has been structured to 

reflect topics of interest to Historic England on the AQUIND Interconnector 

DCO Application (the Application). Topic specific matters agreed, not agreed 

and actions to resolve or on-going between Historic England and AQUIND Ltd 

are included.  

 The position with respect to each topic of interest is presented in a tabular 

form with Red, Amber and Green cells depicting matters Not Agreed, On-

going or Agreed respectively.  

 Both parties have agreed to submit this revision of the SoCG at Deadline 4 

however, it should be noted that Historic England has provided feedback on 

this revision since (which did not meet the deadline for review and 

submission). A new iteration of the SoCG incorporating those latest 

amendments and updates will be submitted at Deadline 5. Both parties agree 

that the document broadly reflects the current status of consultation on matters 

at this time. 

 

 



 

AQUIND INTERCONNECTOR  WSP/Natural Power 
PINS Ref.: EN020022 | Statement of Common Ground with Historic England November 2020 
AQUIND Limited  Page 2 

 

 

 

1.2. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 

 AQUIND Limited (“the Applicant”) submitted an application for the AQUIND 

Interconnector Order (the 'Order') pursuant to Section 37 of the Planning Act 

2008 (as amended) (the “PA2008”) to the Secretary of State on 14 November 

2019 (the 'Application').  

 The Application seeks development consent for those elements of the 

AQUIND Interconnector (the 'Project') located in the UK and the UK Marine 

Area (the 'Proposed Development'). 

 The Project is a new 2,000 MW subsea and underground High Voltage Direct 

Current (‘HVDC’) bi-directional electric power transmission link between the 

South Coast of England and Normandy in France. By linking the British and 

French electric power grids it will make energy markets more efficient, improve 

security of supply and enable greater flexibility as power grids evolve to adapt 

to different sources of renewable energy and changes in demand trends such 

as the development of electric vehicles. The Project will have the capacity to 

transmit up to 16,000,000 MWh of electricity per annum, which equates to 

approximately 5% and 3% of the total consumption of the UK and France 

respectively. 

 The Proposed Development includes:  

 HVDC marine cables from the boundary of the UK exclusive economic zone 

to the UK at Eastney in Portsmouth; 

 Jointing of the HVDC marine cables and HVDC onshore cables;  

 HVDC onshore cables; 

 A Converter Station and associated electrical and telecommunications 

infrastructure;  

 High Voltage Alternating Current (‘HVAC’) onshore cables and associated 

infrastructure connecting the Converter Station to the Great Britain 

electrical transmission network, the National Grid, at Lovedean Substation; 

and 

 Smaller diameter fibre optic cables to be installed together with the HVDC 

and HVAC cables and associated infrastructure. 
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submission of the application. Feedback was received from Historic England 

on 24 July 2019 (Appendix 1).  

 Following the receipt of Historic England’s response to the consultation on the 

PEIR, a briefing note was provided detailing AQUIND’s response to the 

Historic England comments raised (Appendix 2). This note was issued as draft 

to Historic England on 2 August 2019. Historic England provided feedback on 

the briefing note on 27 August 2019 (Appendix 3). 

 A draft version of the marine Outline WSI was issued to Historic England on 5 

September 2019. Feedback was received by email from Historic England on 

24 September 2019. Historic England’s feedback on the marine Outline WSI 

can be found in Appendix 4. 

 The RR on the application from Historic England was received on 25 February 

2020 (Appendix 5).  

 Further engagement was undertaken with Historic England through review of 

a draft marine SoCG and a subsequent teleconference held on 16 March 2020 

to discuss the draft marine SoCG and documentation submissions during the 

Examination process. 

 The agreements made during these consultations on marine aspects of the 

Proposed Development and the RR have been used to populate Table 3.2 

below and inform the drafting of this SoCG. 

2.3. SUMMARY OF TOPICS COVERED BY THE STATEMENT OF 

COMMON GROUND 

 The following topics discussed between the parties are commented further in 

this SoCG: 

 Scope of onshore and marine EIA assessment and identification of assets 

within the PEIR. 

 Pre-application advice on proposed geotechnical investigations in 

Langstone Harbour.  

 The impact assessment in relation to Fort Cumberland Scheduled 

Monument, specifically in relation to the proposed ORS building(s) at the 

Landfall. 

 Marine Archaeology. 

 Outline Marine Written Scheme of Investigation (‘WSI’). 

 Deemed Marine Licence (‘DML’). 

 For the avoidance of doubt, matters not covered in this SoCG have not been 

discussed between the parties as they have not been raised by Historic 

England during the consultation undertaken to date between the Parties.  
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overall, the ORS would not have a significant impact on how the asset is appreciated and 

understood. The overall environmental effect is therefore considered negligible. 

Following submission of the DCO application, It was agreed that an adjacent viewpoint would be 

used to provide further assurance that the significance of the fort would be unaffected, as access 

at the time was not possible due to Covid-19 restrictions. Landscape Viewpoint 22 was used to 

create photomontages showing the scale and massing of the two proposed ORS placement 

options (illustrated in Figure 15.56 of the Environmental Statement) (APP-289).  

An additional visualisation as agreed by Historic England was presented at Deadline 1 

(Environmental Statement Addendum – Appendix 10 - Figure 5 Historic England Visualisations 

(REP1-141)). Although the Applicant acknowledges that the ORS would be visible in views from 

the western ravelin from Fort Cumberland, the overall effect as assessed in ES Chapter 21 

(Heritage and Archaeology) (APP-136) remains negligible and as such the visualisation supports 

the conclusion of the settings assessment in ES Chapter 21 (Heritage and Archaeology) (APP-

136).  

Historic England’s position: 

With regard to Fort Cumberland, Historic England consider there to be a level of harm, equating to 

less than substantial, which is higher than that suggested by the Environmental Statement. 

Historic England consider that the siting and scale of the ORS could cause some harm to the view 

from the western ravelin at Fort Cumberland towards Fort Cumberland Road. Historic England do 

not agree with how the level of harm has been identified in consideration of the particular 

relationship that exists between Fort Cumberland, its field of fire and, in particular, the visual 

association between the ravelin and the approach road from Portsmouth.  

Historic England note that sightlines, fields of fire, and connectivity with land and sea based 

approaches, are integral to the significance of the fort. Relationships with other fortifications confer 

additional context and coherence which also contributes strongly to Fort Cumberland’s 

significance. Historic England acknowledge that the setting of the fort was altered significantly 

during the mid-late 20th century, through residential development in the wider surrounding area. 

Despite this it is still possible to view, appreciate and understand the landward approach to the 
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site, via Fort Cumberland Road in particular, and its relationship with the monument. Historic 

England request to see the line of sight maintained to maximum extent, through the redesign or 

repositioning of the ORS.  

Outcome of further discussions 

This matter has been subject to further discussion between the parties following submission of the 

further visualisations contained with the ES Addendum at Deadline 1 (Document Ref 7.8.1). A 

teleconference meeting was held on 26 October 2020, where the additional submissions were 

discussed. 

Based on the additional information provided Historic England do not agree that the level of harm 

remains negligible and consider the impact to Fort Cumberland as ‘less than substantial harm’ 

(Overarching National Policy Statement EN-1 terminology). Historic England note that the 

visualisations do not provide an accurate representation of the view from the western ravelin itself, 

which is at an elevated position. As such, there is a possibility that the road convergence would be 

visible over the buildings from the ravelin, but this cannot be confirmed without a viewpoint from 

the ravelin itself. Historic England consider that the visualisations indicate (combined with 

viewpoint photos from the ravelin) that there would still be an impact on the view of Fort 

Cumberland Road even from the higher point. 

It has been agreed between the parties that the proposed Optical Regeneration Station (ORS) 

would not result in substantial harm to the Fort Cumberland Scheduled Monument and Grade II* 

listed building (see 3.1.5). Historic England maintain that the level of harm is less than substantial 

whilst the applicant considers the overall effect to Fort Cumberland scheduled monument is 

negligible. Irrespective of this differing professional opinion, in EIA terms the proposed change 

would not constitute a ‘significant’ environmental effect warranting substantial design amendments 

to the proposed scheme. 

The applicant will continue to consult with Historic England regarding reserved matters relating to 

building design such as materials and palette but do not consider further assessment work 

necessary. As outlined in Section 5.8 in (EN-1) it will be for the examining authority to decide 

whether any perceived harm has clear justification, in order to weigh that perceived harm against 
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APPENDIX 1  

HE RESPONSE TO DRAFT DEEMED MARINE LICENCE_JULY 2019 
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APPENDIX 2  

HE BRIEFING NOTE ON PEIR MARINE COMMENTS_AUGUST 2019 
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APPENDIX 3  

HE RESPONSE TO MARINE BRIEFING NOTE_ AUGUST 2019 
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APPENDIX 4  

HE RESPONSE TO DRAFT MARINE WSI_ SEPTEMBER 2019 
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APPENDIX 5  

HE S.56 RELEVANT REPRESENTATION 
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PINs Registration and Relevant Representation 

Form 

Section 56 Planning Act 2008 

 

Date notified:  

Response deadline: 19th February 2020 

 

Project outline: Aquind Interconnector Cable 

  

Response made by: Pip Naylor (submitted by 

Christopher Pater) 

Our ref:  

 

PINs Ref: 

 

Telephone: 

Cable/Aquind 

 

EN020022 

 

07468 701417 

 

Date response issued: 17/02/2020 

 

Representation: 

 

Historic England (retaining the formal title of the Historic Buildings and Monuments 

Commission for England) is the government service championing England’s heritage and 

giving expert, constructive advice. We summarise our representation regarding this 

proposed project as follows: 

 

1. There is potential for this development to impact upon the historic environment, 

and that without mitigation this impact will be significant in relation to some 

receptors, including maritime, aviation and prehistoric heritage assets within the 

Marine Cable Corridor and designated heritage assets within the onshore cable 

route. We are aware the application includes an Environmental Statement (ES) 

and some amendments have been made to the ES since our letter of 29th April 

2019 in relation to the Preliminary Environmental Information Report stage.  

 

2. For the onshore historic environment, we note that an Optical Regeneration 

Station (ORS) is to be positioned in the north-east corner of a car park, located 

west of Fort Cumberland (Eastney, Portsmouth) which is protected as a 

Scheduled Monument and Grade II* Listed Building. The ORS has a proposed 

height of 4m at a distance of around 250m from the glacis (an area of sloping 

ground constructed as a part of the outer defences) and screening is proposed. 
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Although the positioning of the ORS should allow a partial continuation of the line 

of sight from the ravelin (a triangular structure located inside the main ditch of the 

fort as a forward defence point) towards Fort Cumberland Road, there will be 

some harm to the view. As a result of this we would want to see this line of sight 

maintained to maximum extent through the redesign or repositioning of the ORS, 

in agreement with Historic England. 

 

3. The application includes an outline Marine Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI), 

PINS document Reference: 6.3.14.3) which sets out how the proposed project 

might mitigate against impact to the historic environment, to which we provided 

comments prior to the submission of this application. We will therefore be looking 

to ensure that the deemed Marine Licence within the proposed draft Development 

Consent Order (DCO) includes adequate provision for delivery of a project specific 

WSI (should consent be granted).  

 

4. Any final and agreed Marine WSI must enable the implementation of appropriate 

mitigation measures to avoid and reduce the impact from the development on the 

known and unknown historic environment.  It is important that the marine WSI 

provides for the application of appropriate methodologies for further investigations 

conducted within the proposed project development area, as a key mechanism to 

inform the final stages of project planning, should consent be obtained.  A relevant 

factor therefore is the timely way in which these matters are taken into 

consideration prior to the commencement of construction activities. Therefore, we 

recommend that the WSI is produced and agreed pre-commencement i.e. before 

the commencement of pre-construction activities and we will provide further advice 

within our Written Representation as necessary regarding Schedule 15 of the draft 

DCO. We will also provide further advice on any other matters relating to the 

proposed delivery of this development in reference to the details contained within 

the submitted DCO application. 
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